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Dog-sledding and cross-country skiing are likewise popular regional
winter diversions.

From the Basque word for “water town,” Durango was named
by Colorado Governor A.G. Hunr after the state in Mexico. The
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad Company founded Durango in
1880 and used it as a hub for hauling $300 million in silver and
other precious metals from Silverton. Now, the railroad is used for
conducting scenic tours.

Today, the descendant company, the Durango & Silverton Narrow
Gauge Railroad, is vintage Americana as it steams along 45 miles of
wonder through the Animas River Valley. Carrying more than 200,000
passengers annually through the San Juan Forest, coal-powered steam
engines deliver white-water views down sheer gorges and up through
the San Juan National Forest and Mountains.

Midway through, at the Tall Timber Resort, you and your family
can enjoy the new sport of soaring, which is a guided, eco-friendly
journey swinging along cables between old-growth Ponderosa pines.
Sta}' here, too, in luxury accommodations and enjoy gourmet meals.
At the terminus of the rail tour, travelers enjoy Silverton’s downtown
replete with shops, restaurants, hotels and historic sites.

Durango is also history, culture, events and culinary excellence.
Apparently first here were the Anasazi (now, correctly, Ancestral
Puebloans), who left around 1300 A.D. About 35 miles west of
Durango, one of their largest communities, the 52,000-acre Mesa
Verde National Park, comprises mesas, canyons and cliff dwellings.
It has been a national park since 1906 and was designated a United
Nations World Heritage Cultural Site in 1978.

Making more recent history is downtown Durango, recognized
by the National Trust for Historic Preservation for its Victorian
homes, vintage storefronts, cafes and restaurants, art galleries,
museums and historic hotels.

Throughout the year, the city celebrates its flair and flavor with a
number of events, including Snowdown (January/ February); Durango
Independent Film Festival (February/March); The Durango Wine
Experience {May); the Durango Cowboy Gathering (Oct. 2-5, 2008);
Music in the Mountains (July 11 through Aug. 3, 2008); and the
Durango Heritage Celebration (Oct. 9-12, 2008).

One festival, Taste of Durango (May), celebrates the town'’s
culinary achievements. Recently, a food writer calculated that for
the small town of 16,000 year-round residents, Durango has more
restaurants per capita than restaurant-saturated San Francisco.

In addition, most of these are independent, so you can enjoy a
remarkable blend of hand-crafted cuisines.

Among many choices are Ken & Sue’s, New American but
with an Asian accent; Diamond Belle Saloon, with a honky-tonk
piano player; chcf--pmprictm‘ Chad Scothorn's (:osmnpolitfm, with
his unique French-influenced flavor combinations; and fine dining
at Mahogany Grill in the Strater Hotel. m
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